Maternal Penning to Enhance Survival of Cow Caribou and their Calves
within the Klinse‐Za Caribou Herd
Days in pen  102

Days in the wild  42

Background:
The Klinse‐Za maternal penning project is an initiative of West Moberly First Nations and Saulteau First
Nations in partnership with the technical and operational expertise of Wildlife Infometrics Inc. and West
Fraser Mills. The project is an emergency recovery action recommended for the Klinse‐Za caribou herd.
By implementing the project, the two communities are protecting pregnant cows and calves from
excessive predation during the calving season; hence helping to avert extirpation of the Klinse‐Za herd.

The Events of the Release:
The release was a success in terms of getting the caribou out of the pen. It did not however go as
planned, and the participants of the release will understand. Everyone arrived and congregated about
800 metres from the pen to “meet and greet”, and then get instructions as to how this massive
undertaking will take place. The plan seemed pretty bullet proof “we will slowly push the caribou to an
opening in the fence and they will leave”. What everyone did not know was the caribou had a different
plan.
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After a prayer from Saulteau First Nations Elder Jack Davis, and another from West Moberly First
Nations Counselor Laura Webb the 50 or so participants were ready to get into position. When the
participants began to push the caribou toward the opening the caribou started to get stressed to a point
where they began running maybe to avoid being cornered. The majority were able to get around the
pushing crew; however this attempt did successfully get one cow and calf to leave. After a short debrief
and a few adjustments to the plan everyone was ready to get back into position.
Attempt two incorporated more people within the pen to help create a larger presence to minimize the
chance of the caribou getting around the pushing participants. This worked by means of doubling the
success and getting two more cows with calves to leave the pen. After a quick re‐group and re‐position,
attempt three was underway replicating the actions of attempt two. It was equally successful and
another two cows, with calves in toe, left the pen site.
At this point it was decided that enough stress had been put on the animals, and with less than half of
the caribou left inside of the pen it was time to go to plan B; a soft release. The idea was to open more
of the fence up, and just let them leave at their own pace. Between the hours of 3:00pm and 10:00pm
that evening the remainder of the caribou left on their own.

Figure 1. The first cow and calf to leave the pen.
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Post Release:
Following the release the caribou all seemed to go their own way. There were a few pairs of animals
(usually one from Klinse‐za and one from Scott) that spent some time traveling together. Within the first
three days in the wild, many of the caribou were encountered by predators during a predation event
that lasted over a day and a half. The following figures will give an up to date analysis of those events
and explain where all the caribou are as of Tuesday August 12th, 2014 (last GPS collar update). As part of
the permit we have been doing regular flights to check up on the caribou. The cows have Iridium/GPS
Satellite type collars, and therefore we can see their last known position from our office. However the
calves only have VHF radio transmitting type collars, meaning we have to be really close (400m‐900m) to
receive an alive or a mortality signal. In the event of a mortality signal we land and conduct an
investigation of the kill site.

Cow 70 (ID C311K) and her calf were the first to leave the pen during the “hard release”. She is
the furthest east of any of the Caribou. Her first night was spent not too far from the pen, but a
predation event sent her clear over to just south of Hudson’s Hope. She now resides south of
Moberly Lake, and has been spotted with her calf alive and well by Brian Pate’s co‐workers from
West Fraser.
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Cow 74 (ID C312K) and her calf left the pen and took a fairly direct root toward the Scott herd
area. When she reached Mt. Garbit she seemed to settle down and has been there since.

Cow 77 (ID C317S) and her calf moved at a steady pace toward the Scott herd area, and then
headed north where she seemed to settle down near Mt. Crysdale. After many days at that
location she has decided to move south where she looks to be settling down once again.
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Cow 71 (ID C320S) and calf her were the last to leave the pen along with Cow 72 (and calf)
during the “hard release”. She lost her calf to a predation event near Mt. Bickford, then was
chased and was forced to stand in the middle of a lake for close to 12 hours. Upon trying to
leave the lake she was also killed at about 10:00pm on July 10th.

Cow 72 (ID C316S) and her calf left the pen and were hit by a predation event south of the camp
used by the shepherds. She lost her calf and was injured in the event. After many days of
recovery though she now seems to be healthy and settling down just north of Hwy 97.
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Cow 76 (ID C314K) and her calf along with Cow 78 and her calf were the first to leave during the
“soft release”. She and her calf traveled almost parallel to Hwy 97 until finding an area where
she spent some time showing some odd movement patterns. She has moved, but continues to
exhibit odd patterns and is located north west of Lemoray on Hwy 97.

Cow 78 (ID C319K) and her calf moved due west and settled east of Clearwater, and now has
moved to a ridge just north of Callozon.
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Cow 69 (ID C313K) and her calf left the pen and were involved in a predation event, but escaped
without injury. This did however lead to her traveling quite far and into the Burnt Pine herd area
across Hwy 97. She and her calf have now returned to the Mt. Bickford area and they reside
there now.

Cow 73 (ID C315S) and her calf left the pen and were caught in a predation event that pushed
them almost to the highway. Along this path she lost her calf to predators. This has made her
carry out some very abrupt movements, and has landed her once again near Mt. Bickford.
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Cow 75(C318S) had no calf, and was the last to leave the pen. She went almost due east where
she crossed the highway just west of Chetwynd. She then turned and headed south west and
resides just south of the Spectra Energy Pine River gas plant off Hwy 97.
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Animal Information:

Right Ear
Tag
#/colour

Left Ear
Tag
#/colour

Location to Date

Cow
Health

Calf
Health

Calf
Sex

Calf
Collar

Ear Tag
#/colour/ear

Orange ‐ 2

S of Moberly L

Healthy

Healthy

F

149.813

18/Green/L

Green ‐ 4

Mount Garbitt

Healthy

Healthy

M

148.473

12/Green/R

E of Mt. Bickford

Healthy

Healthy

F

148.893

16/Green/L

Green ‐ 6

W of Mt. Bickford

Healthy

Healthy

M

148.562

10/Green/L

Green ‐ 2

W of Mt. Bickford

Healthy

Dead

M

NA

NA

S of Mt. Bickford

Healthy

Dead

F

NA

NA

Yellow ‐ 1

Orange ‐ 7

SE of Mt Crysdale

Healthy

Healthy

M

149.843

11/Green/R

149.753

Orange ‐ 5

Green ‐ 5

Healthy

Dead

M

NA

NA

C319K

149.794

Green ‐ 7

Yellow ‐ 2

S of Spectra
Energy
W of Clearwater L

Healthy

Healthy

F

148.512

14/Green/R

C320S

149.525

Orange ‐ 3

Orange ‐ 3

NA

Dead

Dead

F

NA

NA

Cow
ID

Cow
Collar

C311K

149.364

C312K

149.743

Green ‐ 3

C313K

149.222

Orange ‐ 1

C314K

149.763

Blue ‐ 6

C315S

149.733

C316S

149.544

Green ‐ 1

C317S

149.783

C318S
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